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My fellow Trojans,

Tomorrow morning I will address our incoming students at New Student Convocation. This
event marks the beginning of the academic year, and is an opportunity for us to come together
as a community with pride and strength, and to greet the newest members of our community as
role models, mentors, and friends. As part of my remarks, I will tell everyone gathered that the
university’s senior leadership is fully committed to bringing about change that will renew us—in
both purpose and action. And ahead of tomorrow, I want to emphasize that message with you
today.

It will be an honor to stand before USC’s students as interim president of this university. In
many ways, I feel uniquely prepared to assume this responsibility, and to lead our community as
we ready for a new president. This past weekend I met with the university’s senior leadership at
a two-day retreat. We discussed the priorities for the coming year, and how best to support the
work that you do every single day. There was a “Fight On” spirit to all our discussions.

Over the years, as an alumna and trustee, I have met Trojans from all walks of life, and from
all corners of the globe. The USC community is like no other. My decision to serve as interim
president was motivated by my love for, and dedication to, our great university. And I know
all of you share that dedication, driven by our mission and by the tremendous potential that lies
within our students, faculty, and staff.

Sincerely,
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Wanda M. Austin
Interim President
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