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INTERIM PRESIDENT WANDA M. AUSTIN 
spoke to parents taking part in the Leslie 
and William McMorrow Neighborhood 
Academic Initiative Program’s Saturday 
Academy on USC’s Health Sciences 
Campus.

“Your love for your children shines 
through,” Austin told the parents. 

“With your commitment to NAI, you 
are giving your child something priceless,” 
she said. “You are giving your children 

hope. The hope that you are giving is 
what dreams are made of.”

The USC McMorrow Neighborhood 
Academic Initiative is a pre-college 
enrichment program designed to prepare 
students from South and East Los Angeles 
for admission to a college or university.

Under the program guidelines, students 
must commit to a seven-year plan of after-
school tutoring coupled with Saturday 
morning classes. Parents are also required 

to attend a biweekly Family Development 
Institute program to create a hands-on 
approach to reinforce student academic 
goals and study habits.

USC McMorrow Neighborhood 
Academic Initiative visit resonates 
with parents, students
The program has produced a 100 percent 
college acceptance rate and a 99 percent 
college attendance rate. There are currently 
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USC interim president  
offers encouraging words at  

Neighborhood Academic Initiative visit
Wanda M. Austin praises parents for their support and  

recalls the importance of academics in her own life  



120 NAI scholars attending USC on a full 
scholarship, along with 116 NAI scholars 
attending other colleges around the nation.

During her talk on Saturday, Austin 
spoke about the support she had growing 
up, which encouraged her to excel in 
her studies. She spoke of the lessons in 
generosity that her father — a humble 
barber who treated everyone with respect 
— taught her in New York’s South Bronx. 
She also spoke about the many sacrifices 
her father made to give his daughters 
the opportunity to succeed. Although 

he didn’t finish high school himself, he 
stressed academic achievement as a priority. 

The majority of students who enter the 
NAI program will be the first in their 
family to attend college.

“The fact of the matter is that you get 
support from your family, but they may 
not have college experience,” Austin said. 
“However it’s great to have someone guide 
you that has been there. To tell you who 
to call and where you can go for help.”

The NAI program encourages parents 
to support their child after they leave 

home for college.
“Having interim President Wanda 

Austin here on a Saturday sends a message 
that this program is important to the 
university,” said Lizzette Zárate, NAI 
curriculum and instruction specialist. “Her 
message was really powerful and really 
resonated with the parents. She spoke 
about unconditional love and support, 
which can lead to something better and 
more opportunities in the future.”

The first graduating class from eastern 
Los Angeles will graduate in 2019.

Interim USC President Wanda M. Austin visited with students who were attending Saturday Academy classes. 


