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Synopsis
• Plain language summaries deliver trial results to 
participants in a manner understandable to them

• Available summaries from industry sponsors 
contain similar elements but varying designs and 
content

• Future research should focus on implementing 
a standardized template for plain language 
summaries

• Plain language is a manner of communicating that avoids 
unneccessary scientific jargon and complex organization. 

•  Studies have indicated that a majority of clinical trial participants 
would like to receive a result summary following their trial. (CISCRP)

• Plain language result summaries are becoming more common with 
industry sponsors, but some participants are still not receiving any 
kind of follow-up.

• Over 39%   of participants (n=3,654) indicated they never heard 
back from anyone after their trial. (CISCRP)
 
• Regulation EU 536/2014 has set a precedent for the field. 

To examine the content of plain language summaries published 
online from industry sponsors and discern similarities and 
differences between communication with participants. 

Analyze each with criteria:

• Although industry sponsors  are including important information 
about the trial to participants, the manner in which it is 
presented is highly variable. 

• Participants who have lower health literacy skills may  have 
trouble comprehending some summaries and included data, even 
if they are in plain language. 

• A more unified format for plain language summaries with more 
substantial participant input is necessary for more effective 
communication of trial results.

• Focus on how well  participants can understand the summaries 
from their trial, and  whether there is an effort by sponsors  to 
ensure their comprehension.

• Research how consistently-designed, accurate templates can  be 
developed and implemented into both industry sponsored and 
investigator initiated trials will be investigated. 

• Natural language  processing may be a promising outlet for the 
automation of this process.

Future Research

Regulation EU 536/2014 Criteria, 
Readbility Grade Level, Summary Author, 
Summary Content

Identify sponsors and use public search 
engine to find plain language summaries 
with sponsor’s name + relevant keywords 
like “Lay Summary”.

Download recent summaries – 
published 2015 to present– from each 
sponsor
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• Answering key questions from the trial such as objective, inclusion and 
exclusion criteria, and adverse events at a highschool reading level (8th 
to 11th grade)

• Question and answer format

• Layout of information and overall 
summary design

• Presentation of data

VS
Example Data
Presentation:
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